
 

Summer Term in Year 1 

Welcome back! As we move into the summer term, we are starting to 
think about preparing the children for both their phonics screening 
checks and for Year 2. The national phonics screening checks take place 
during the week beginning 10th June 2019 and are an opportunity to           
celebrate your child’s ability to use synthetic phonics to break down   
unknown words in reading books, whilst also planning their next steps 
and filling any gaps in understanding ready for Year 2. The children are 
also getting the opportunity to practise lots of the skills that they have 
built up during the year in writing, reading and maths. We recently sent 
out a homework project for our dinosaur topic and are planning a      
summer trip which we will let you know about very soon. 

English 

  In English this term, our focus is on traditional story 
writing. As before, we continue to think, say, write and 
check our work as part of the writing process. The skill 
of spotting mistakes or potential improvements in their 
writing is a skill that we will be particularly focussing on. 
We are also having a focus on handwriting and presenta-

tion this term and will be teaching handwriting weekly. You can support 
at home by correcting any mis-formed letters or     reminding your child 
to be consistent when writing out and practising their spellings. We con-
tinue to teach phonics daily to improve decoding of 
words and teach daily guided reading sessions 
based around a class text. 



 

Maths 

In maths we will be continuing to build up the   
children’s fluency of numbers within 100. Counting 
forwards and backwards from 0 in 2s, 5s and 10s 
and counting in 1s from any number up to 100. We 
are giving the children the opportunity to use 
practical resources to solve calculations as well as 
using  mental methods to add and subtract within 
20 quickly and  accurately. We will be reading the 

time to the hour and half hour also developing confidence when using 
equipment to measure length, weight and capac-
ity. You can    support at home by introducing 
maths when you visit the shops, if the children 
are helping to cook or simply saying when it is 
bedtime!  

 

Topic 

Our first topic of the new term is called           Dinosaur Planet. The 
children are really enjoying this topic so far and their background 
knowledge has really impressed us! We will be; making models in design 
technology. Learning about how the Earth has 
changed between the past and now and exploring 
the life of a famous palaeontologist called Mary 
Anning from the UK. Our second topic after 
half term is called Paws, Claws and Whiskers 
and as part of this topic the children will be 
learning about animals, their life cycles and 
their habitats.  



 

Other Curriculum Areas 

Computing 

The children will be learning to create PowerPoint presenta-
tions about a        variety of different 
animals and          dinosaurs, sorting and 
organising their work with labels and 
pictures. We will continue to develop 
typing skills with games on the computer 
and will be creating weather reports; 

recording our voices and using video recording equipment. 

 

Science 

In science, we will be looking at how plants grow. We will be planting seeds and 
watching the changes and taking part on nature walks around school. We will also be 

learning about predators and prey in our “Paws, Claws and Whiskers” topic. 

 

 

PE 

In weekly PE sessions, the children will take part on 
attacking and defending games, working as part of a 
team. 

They will also take part in athletics sessions which    
include throwing, running and jumping activities. 

RE 

In RE this half term, the children will be religious festivals and buildings 
associated with Judaism and comparing them to other religions. The  

children will have the opportunity to talk about their own experiences in 
these sessions. 

 



 
PSHE  

In PSHE we will continue to use the school’s seven steps to success to talk about 
not giving up, staying safe and maintaining healthy relationships with friends. We 

will also use our school rules to discuss the correct way to behave both in school, at 
home and outside on the playground. 

Work at home 

 

Reading books 

As in the Spring Term, we will continue to change reading books as the children 
have finished reading them. If your child has finished their book, please leave a 
comment in their blue home reading booklet and send it into school. We will give 
your child a new book on the same day. Feel free to record any other books that 
you have read together in the blue booklet as well. We look at this every time a 
book is changed and discuss it with your child. 

Spellings 

Your child will bring home spellings on a Friday and have their test the following 
Friday. We sometimes change the spellings that we give out to fit the rule rather 
than just the 5-10 words given. This is to help the children to see that the sound 
or rule applies to lots of different words. We often change the teacher and group 
that your child has for phonics and spellings to best support the level that your 
child is currently working at. The key is being able to spell these words                        
consistently in their writing and not just in the test! 

P.E. kits 

We have P.E. on Monday and Wednesday afternoons. All children need an indoor 
and outdoor P.E. kit in school for these sessions. PLEASE LABEL ALL ITEMS OF 
PE KITS WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME. 


