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English  
  In English the children will be studying 
significant authors including Berlie Doherty and 
Charles Dickens in order to  

understand how authors use language to create  

characters and settings.  This will also build links with their 
topic work. Through novels, the children will explore non fiction 
genres such as newspaper reports, recounts and non-
chronological reports as well as writing their own short stories 
in the style of the author.  

Alongside their home readers, the children will be  

developing their comprehension skills through guided reading 
and class discussion about a variety of novels and text types.  
They will be  learning to use inference and deduction to  

answer questions about the text as well as 
finding evidence to support their ideas. 

 

Maths 
  We have adopted the mastery approach in maths, 
where each topic is studied in depth and children are given time to 
develop a secure understanding of mathematical concepts. As the 
approach promotes different methods of solving a problem, it 
builds self-confidence and resilience in pupils. Those pupils who 
grasp concepts quickly are challenged with rich and sophisticated 
problems within the topic. Those children who are not sufficiently 
fluent are provided with additional support to consolidate their 
understanding before moving on.  



Topic 

The Vile Victorians 

During the Autumn term, the children will investigate life in 

Victorian times; discovering more about the significant  

inventions of the time as well as the reign of 

Queen Victoria.  

 

As historians, we will be creating scaled time 

lines and developing our understanding of how 

the Victorian era influenced the way we live today.  

 

As geographers, we will be using map skills 

to locate key cities and transport route 

which played significant role in the 

industrial revolution. 

 

As artists, we will be exploring the work of 

William Morris and LS Lowry; investigating how 

the changes in industry impacted and influenced 

their art work.  

 

As designers, we will be exploring the design and 

engineering of traditional fairground rides and 

recreating our own working models. 

 

During this term, we will  visit The Black County Museum to 
experience life as a Victorian; exploring cobbled streets, 
visiting the tradesmen and women of the times and even 
attending a Victorian classroom.  

 



Other Curriculum Areas 

Science 
Throughout the first half of the term in Year 5, the children 
will have the opportunity to  investigate forces. They will research and 
understand the work of the scientist Sir Isaac Newton.  By the end of 
the topic, they will understand and be able to explain the force acting 
between the earth and the falling object. They will use practical 
investigations in order to identify the effects of air resistance on falling 
objects as well as the effect of water resistance. 

Later in the term the children will be exploring light. 
Through practical work using torches and mirrors the 
children will investigate how light travels and how we see 
things.  They will have the opportunity to become a 
submariner and make a periscope in order to search above 
the water without being seen.   

Computing 
Throughout this term the  children will use ICT to  develop 
their skills as well as support their learning in their topic 
work. The children will be planning their own simple 
computer games where they can develop the skills required 

to design their own characters and backgrounds.  Eventually, they will 
have created their own prototype. 

   PE 
In weekly PE sessions, the  children will develop their ball skills through 
basketball. The children will be learning to throw accurately using a range 
of passes (eg bounce pass, chest pass) as well as furthering their 
understanding of using space to attack and defend. 

In dance the children will be focusing on using music and 
film as a stimulus for choreographing their own routines 
linked with their Victorians topic. 

After half term the children will be exploring balances 
and weight transference through gymnastics. 



Homework  
 

Reading - You can support your children by encouraging them to read at 
home, both aloud and independently. Reading aloud helps to improve fluency 
and gives the opportunity to discuss the story and help with any tricky 
words children may not understand.  

Maths - Each week the children will be given homework focusing timesta-
bles or core skills. These will be in the form of a game to play or an activity 
to complete. Regular practise of times tables and core skills (eg number 
bonds) helps keep these skills fresh so they can be applied more readily.  

Spelling - Each week the children will be learning a spelling rule. In school 
we will explore different examples of how those rules are applied in words. 
The children will bring home the rule as well as some examples of that rule 
in words. It is important that when children are practising their spellings 
they think about the rule they are learning not just the words. 

Topic - For our Victorians topic, we would like the children to continue 
their learning at home by creating a mini project. This can be in the form 
of a presentation, a piece of art work, a book review, creating a newspaper, 
a poem….be creative and think outside the box! 

Dates for the Diary  
Dates to be confirmed - The Black Country Museum  

Half Term - 19th October - 27th October 

Monday 9th December -The Albany Theatre—Snow Queen  

Wednesday 13th November - Vue Cinema—The Kid Who Would Be King 

Friday 6th December - Christmas Fete 



Other Curriculum Areas 

Foreign Languages—French 
The children will be focusing on their  conversational French, 
learning to talk about high street shops, give directions and talk 
about their hobbies and interests.  The children will also be 
learning to construct sentences  and paragraphs using their 
knowledge and  understanding of French vocabulary. 

PSHE  
In PSHE we continue to reinforce the 7 Steps to Success. 

RE 
In RE this term, the children will focusing initially on Sikhism, 
finding out about practices and ways of life, values and 
commitments.  After half term the children will be 
investigating the story of Christmas. 

Music 
In music, we will start by listening to and appraising different types of 
rock music. Children will look at musical notation and use this to accompany 
well known songs on the glockenspiel and recorder.  

After half term, the children will be exploring 
Jazz music and learning how to improvise using 
percussion instruments to accompany a piece of 
music. 


